Krisjan Harnish Master Horseman Award





Boots to Bridles 4-H Club sponsors the Krisjan Harnish Master Horseman Award each year in memory of an outstanding 4-H member and horseman.  On the reverse side you will find an application for this award.  To be considered for the Master Horseman Award, this form should be completed and attached to your 4-H Horse Project Record Book.





The Judges for this award will be observing your attitude, behavior, and performance throughout the summer.  Unlike many awards, this honor is based on your overall character in relation to horsemanship.





Criteria





30%	Care and Condition of the 4-H Horse Project, and the member’s attitude.


This section recognizes that the main focus of the 4-H horse project is to care for a horse, and this is best learned with respect, discipline, responsibility, pride, patience, and neatness.  This 4-H youth is recognized as a horseman or horsewoman by others, and strives to always do better.  The conditioning of, and the kindness shown to his or her horse will reflect the youth’s time spent in proper feeding, maintaining health, preparing the animal for shows, keeping the horse well-shod, clean and cared for, both before and after use.  The level of the horse’s training will demonstrate responsiveness to the rider who is consistent, uses the proper aids, and treats his horse with kindness and skill.  The Master Horseman/Horsewoman is a good role model of safety, helpfulness, and has a willingness to pass knowledge along to others.  He or she portrays all of the above whenever around or using horses, and continues to learn and grow while having fun in the 4-H project.





20%	Record Book


	The Master Horseman’s/Horsewoman’s record book should be neat, complete, and turned in on time 


	for all inspections and due dates.





10%	Sportsmanship


	Whenever the Master Horseman/Horsewoman is involved in competition, he/she shows good sportsmanship


	in winning and losing, with a positive attitude of cooperation with other competitors, officials and the audience.





10%	Club Activities


	This shall include leadership, attendance, participation and helpfulness to leaders and other members.





  5%	County and State 4-H Horse Activities


	Participation in clinics, shows, horsebowl, committees, etc.





  5%	Horse activities outside of 4-H


	Using the horse for ranch work, pleasure riding, showing, membership in breed or other horse organizations, etc.





  5%	Community or School activities not related to horses


	Participation in church, youth groups, clubs, etc.





  5%	Written test on Horse Knowledge


	Based on the score from the class known as “Horse Knowledge”, a written test of horse facts given 


	the week before Cattlemen’s Days Fair.





  5%	Essay on Why They Deserve the Master Horseman/Horsewoman Award


	A brief letter written by the youth on why they deserve this award.





  5%	Written Recommendation from One Horse Person in the Community


	A brief letter from a leader, trainer, friend, employer, etc., attesting to the youth’s commitment to being a better 


	Horseman/Horsewoman.


100%	TOTAL


Not
